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Happy New Year 2020! 
Dear Friends, 
 

On behalf of the families and the children we serve, we want to express our deepest gratitude for your 
constant prayers and financial support for our mission.  Our accomplishments would not be possible without 
the Grace of God and your help! 

Your financial contribution makes a tremendous difference in the lives of 
the underprivileged families and children in Vietnam.  

Because of your support, we were able to support a free summer program 
for 860 underprivileged children summer 2019.  As you already know, most of the 
children in rural areas do not have the opportunities of those who live in the urban 
areas. Their families cannot afford for them to attend summer camp or allow them 
to participate in extracurricular activities when the school year ends.  A normal day 
for them would be helping their parents in labor, either farming or doing household 
chores. For them an education at summer camp is a dream while manual labor is their reality.   

Because of your support has enabled us to provide a safe, fun-filled environment for the campers to 
learn and create memories to last their lifetime.  Our camp activities allow for each 
camper to express creativity, positivity and generosity.  We encourage them to be 
diverse and yet be part of a group that allows different backgrounds to come 
together and learn as one.  And of course, most of all, we want them to have fun, 
learn new things, enjoy themselves and just be kids. Because of your support, one 
of our volunteers, Charlie, found his calling.  He loves the Vietnamese culture and 
has decided to remain in Vietnam in his new teaching job.  And importantly, your 
support allowed us to provide 1,000 care packages, valued at $20 each, to the poor, 
disabled, orphans and fishermen.   

Because of your support, we added a new activity for our volunteers which was to visit and dine with 
the poor.  Each evening two or three of the volunteers packed a meal, drinks, utensils, and a care package to 
take to a local family and have dinner with them. This opportunity had two results, the first one impacting the 
families we visited.  There is such a severe social class division in Vietnam that 
the so-called upper class and the lower class do not interact. One 70-year-old 
woman we visited stated having us at her house made her very happy and feeling 
privileged since she had not had any visitor in many years! Secondly, this activity 
gave the volunteers a chance to interact with the people, to share common grounds 
and to see the differences in their upbringing and lives.  We got positive feedback 
from our volunteers commenting that this  eye-opener for them, seeing how other 
people lived, made them realize how blessed they were materially, with a deeper 
appreciation for their own parents’ sacrifice.  

The last days of camp were emotional; after all, we had lived, played, learned, laughed and grown 
together for the seven weeks. The bonds of friendships created over the summer were uniquely strong, and 
although our volunteers were excited to go home and see their loved ones, it was sad to say goodbye. 

Once again, thank you for investing in our organization.  Your contribution plays an important role in 
our sustainability and our mission. The challenges that the children in rural areas of Vietnam face are not 
insurmountable if we continue to work together towards the common goal – that every child has a happy and 
hope-filled future. We believe that this is a commitment that we all share.  We will continue to pray for you as 
our relationship continues to achieve success together, changing one life at a time! 
 
With sincere gratitude, 
 
Fr. Pham Van Que 
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Our highlights: 
 

• Provided camp activities for 860 campers 
• Provided 1,000 care packages to the poor, fishermen, and the Hmong ethnicity people 
• provided 860 school supplies packages for campers 
• Provided 200 care packages to the elderly 
• Dined with 15 families and provided care packages and monetary gifts 
• Impacted the volunteers, especially Charlie 
• Dinner with the Bishop 
• Community Outreach 
• Seniors Day 
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Portraits of the Volunteers: 
 

The volunteers have no idea how amazing they really are. The angels of the camp, energetic yet 
tranquil, talented and enthused, full of youth and splendor, all together they made the camp a haven for 
everyone who attended. The children, especially, will treasure the summer they spent with these beautiful 
young people. They are all welcome to return and join our cause at any time! 
 

Each volunteer was responsible for his/her own airfare and needed to pack enough belongings for seven 
weeks along with some goodies for their classroom.  It sounds easy when you’re reading from the other side 
but packing enough and staying below 50 pounds is a bit of a challenge.  Props to our volunteers!! 
 

Throughout their time as volunteers, they ensured that every aspect of the camp was perfect for the 
children and adults alike, starting off a jam-packed schedule on Monday, with sessions in the morning and 
afternoon, all the way through Friday.  The evenings were spent packing meals and visiting groups and 
families.  Weekend time was a tranquil environment commencing with the outreach program on Saturdays, 
and on Sundays conjuring up delicious and wholesome meals for everyone in the parish. The volunteers had 
welcoming and compassionate hearts, and we are fortunate in having them join our program. We couldn’t 
really say any more, other than they are all individuals with high levels of ambition and intelligence who, 
undoubtedly, will go on to change the world, one smile at a time!  

 
 

DAYLAN TRAN, 16 
Daylan was amongst one of our youngest volunteers to join us over the 
summer.  Although very shy when it comes to teaching, he was a great help to 
our other volunteers when they needed an extra hand in their classrooms. 
Daylan is very loving, and his creativity demonstrates a lot about himself even 
when his words don’t fully express them. This summer was challenging for 
Daylan, but he was able to move out of his comfort zone and try new things. 
We are so proud of him! 
“Before I went on this trip, I was so ignorant for how privileged I was 
compared to other people in the world. But because of this trip I feel like I have 
grown so much, and it made me open my eyes. You know how you hear 

something but then don’t really care because it’s not happening to you? But if you face it directly your whole 
point of view will change, and I learned that from personal experience. I’ve seen people suffer and seeing 
people less privileged than me made me realize how lucky I was and how for granted I had taken everything 
up till that point. I was surrounded by great people there that were very loving, and some helped me go through 
hard times. I began to change for the better, and once I arrived home everyone noticed. At first, I was scared, 
but in the end I didn’t want to leave. I am very thankful for this trip, for making myself better and for opening 
my eyes. And if I were to give one piece of advice from this trip it would be if you’re faced with something new, 
don't fear it -- embrace it.  I’m excited to come next year to make new memories, and I can’t wait till then.” 
-Daylan Tran  
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KADEN TRAN, 17 
Kaden is in his senior year of high school and is involved in TNTT (a Vietnamese 
Catholic youth group) as well as traditional lion dances. This past summer was 
Kaden’s first year coming to Vietnam to teach English, and despite not knowing 
any Vietnamese, Kaden still found ways to make learning enjoyable. Kaden is a 
caring individual, very ambitious and compassionate, and did I forget to mention 
that he makes amazing ramen? We loved having Kaden be a part of our NAC 
group.  
“The Vietnam trip was an amazing experience. It was a good opportunity to be 
able to experience how life was first-hand in Vietnam and was a big eye-opener 
for me, seeing all the privileges that I have. I saw that those who were less 
fortunate were a lot more kind and thought more about others. During the 

breakfast we hosted for the elders, many of them asked to pack the food to go so they can give it to their 
grandchildren. They thought about their family first before themselves, and I thought that was a very important 
characteristic for anyone to have. I appreciate all of the different people I met over this trip: all of my students, 
the other teachers who also attended the trip, the priests who took care of us, and everyone else who has helped 
make my trip memorable. Spending so much time with them was a lot of fun and helped me break out of my 
comfort zone. They’ve made me into a better person, and I cannot wait to experience more on the next trip!” 
 

SYDNEY NGUYEN, 17 
Sydney is not only smart, courageous and heartwarming, but her skills on the 
piano are truly remarkable - and she doesn’t even realize it. Despite being a shy 
and soft-spoken senior at Cary Academy, she continues to push herself to new 
heights. Sydney has a bubbly personality, is always pleasant to be around, and 
if you’re lucky, then she may burst out with some cheerleading moves for you! 
We were very lucky to have Sydney be a part of our group this summer.  
“My trip to Vietnam with Nhan Ai Compassion was the best and most valuable 
summer of my life. I came to Vietnam feeling separated from my roots, not 
knowing Vietnamese, and unaware of what life is like for those different from 
me, but I returned with a second family that I cherish every day, great 

friendships that span the globe, and a brand-new perspective on my and others' lives. This summer taught me 
so much - I had the opportunity to experience a selfless, tight-knit community unlike any I had seen before, 
and thanks to my students' endless patience and kindness, I ended up with far more confidence in Vietnamese 
and a greater sense of identity. Over the summer, I was surrounded by the most selfless, kind and inspiring 
people (both Vietnamese and Vietnamese-American) that I continue to learn from every day. I still miss this 
experience and am grateful I can still connect with my students and friends. This summer started a passion for 
volunteering in me, and I truly hope I can return next year. Thank you to all the donors, Father Que, Father 
David Hoc, and Ms. Christina, for making this wonderful program possible!” 
 

KELLIS NGUYEN, 17  
Kellis is currently completing her senior year in high school, planning to double 
major in biology and psychology, with a plan in the future of becoming a 
pediatrician. We have every confidence that she will excel in whatever she does. 
She is determined, kind and compassionate, a sweet and loving soul who will get 
along with anyone she meets. We all need a friend like Kellis! 
“While this mission trip has impacted my view of the world and the people around 
me, the most important thing that this trip has changed is my view of Vietnam. 
When you think of Vietnam, you think about street food and the bustling streets of 
big cities. Many, however, don’t think about the small rural towns that are often 

forgotten. This trip has allowed me to see the beauty in everything and how it isn’t the place itself but the 
people that reside there that make places special. The people that I encountered were so incredible, and they 
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made my experience worthwhile. What they lacked in material possessions they made up for in love. I 
appreciated the kids’ enthusiasm even if it wasn’t directed towards their schoolwork. It gave me energy each 
morning to hear their laughter and see their smiling faces. I’m thankful for all the love that we were shown 
and the love that we continue to receive even after we’ve left. To this day I still receive good morning texts 
from my students. The love that I felt there was indescribable, and I wouldn’t trade my experience for the 
world.” 
 

LAUREN NGUYEN, 18  
Laure is currently finishing high school. She is intelligent and ambitious, loves to 
read and spend time helping other people.  She is fluent in Vietnamese, and with 
that gift she helps with conservational translation.  She plans to attend the 
University of South Carolina with a major in marketing.   
“Last year I went along with the other volunteers to Vietnam for seven weeks to 
teach English to the children of Phuc Dia parish. This trip had a profound impact 
on not only me and the other volunteers but also the children in our classes and 
the larger community. Before this trip, I was very reserved and reluctant to go 
anywhere. This was my first big trip away from home, and my parents and I was 
very nervous. I remember the first night after we flew to Vietnam, I cried because 

I thought that I had made the biggest mistake of my life by going and that I wasn’t ready for the responsibility 
of being a teacher and a role model for these children. However, I sat down and rationalized with myself, if I 
didn’t have the confidence to do this for myself, then at the very least I could think about the children and I 
could do it for them. Because at the end of the day, this trip wasn’t ever about me, it’s all about the good we 
could do for the children.” 
 

KYLA NGUYEN, 18 
Kyla just entered her first year of college at the University of South Carolina. She 
has a bubbly personality and never fails to make you laugh. She is a part-time 
waitress at a pho restaurant and in her free time she likes to spend time with family 
and friends. This was Kyla’s first year joining NAC, and although she does not 
speak any Vietnamese, she did an amazing job with leading her classroom.  
“I must admit, my only intention was to teach kids English on this trip. I’ve 
learned so much within the nine weeks we spent here. We also helped the less 
fortunate families in areas who would not expect visitors. It was heartwarming to 
see the smiles on their faces, and they told stories about their lives. We got to 
understand their struggles, which opened my eyes to a whole different 

perspective. The kids that we taught are full of love and curiosity. For me, being able to expand their knowledge 
to extents that they wouldn’t normally have access to learn from the traditional Vietnamese education system 
was truly a life-changing experience. Although it may have been a small community that I’ve given back to, I 
feel that I’ve somehow given back to the world. I’m beyond thankful for the amazing opportunity that has 

allowed me to give back to the world and impact the lives of Vietnamese kids.” 
 
KIM PHAM, 19 
Kim is a sophomore at UNC Chapel Hill, currently double majoring in human 
development and global studies. She loves to travel to different countries and 
is dedicated to working with children. This past summer was Kim’s second 
year joining NAC, and we hope to have her next summer as well!  Kim has a 
joyful personality and a big heart for children, so having her has been an 
amazing part of our volunteer group.  
“Although this previous summer was my second time with Nhan Ai 
Compassion’s summer program, it was still full of surprises and wonderful 
memories, and was probably one of the happiest decisions I could’ve made. I 
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owe it all to Father Hoc, Father Que, Christina Pham, and the Vietnamese community for allowing me another 
opportunity to embark on this life changing journey. Having been a part of Nhan Ai Compassion’s summer 
program for the second time has taught me even more valuable lessons and allowed me to create long lasting 
relationships that I will cherish forever. I learned how to serve and better my community, how to appreciate 
life and people around me, as well as how to be a better me. Although I went to Vietnam as a teacher, I was 
the one who was taught much more valuable lessons, which is why I recommend others to experience the same 
as I did and embark on a one month journey they will surely never forget” 
 

ELIZABETH PHAM, 19 
Elizabeth is a sophomore at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where 
she is majoring in psychology on the pre-dental track. She is also the cultural 
chair of the UNC Vietnamese Student Association and has a deep passion and 
love for the Vietnamese culture. She loves to sing, dance, and take photos when 
she has downtime.  Elizabeth loves children and hopes to be able to start a 
pediatric dentist office in the future in order to spread the joy of smiling to each 
child.   
“Every summer I come back to Vietnam to teach English, it feels like I’m 
coming back home. There is no doubt in my mind that this summer program is 
the best part of my year. I love the kind-hearted and resilient people I meet and 

the sweet children I get to call my students. These children make me more kind and understanding everyday. 
Being their teacher taught me so many things about myself and about life. I learned how to be a leader, I 
learned how to communicate better, and most importantly I learned how to care and worry for others, which 
is the whole purpose of this program. We were able to spread a little compassion to the people back in our 
motherland and let them know that we see their strength and we admire them for it. Being able to hear their 
stories and see them conquer adversity was incredibly motivating and made me feel so blessed for the life 
that I have. I want to thank Fr. Hoc, Fr. Que, and Ms. Christina for creating a program that not only 
changes the lives for the people and the children in Vietnam, but the volunteers who are trying to spread a 
little more compassion from America.” 
 

TRANG LE, 19 
Trang is a sophomore at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is 
double majoring in human development/family studies and Spanish. She hopes 
to be a teacher in either middle or high school. She is involved with the Newman 
Catholic Center where she is a Hospitality Minister and teaches Middle School 
Catechesis. Trang is very caring and loves the people around her. She will not 
hesitate to help you if you’re in need and will always be there to listen. Those are 
some of the reasons why we love her so much! 
“The best decision I made of 2019 was going on this trip. There are so many 
things I could say about how much this trip did for me. I loved getting to know 
the other volunteers, who have since become my family. We all bonded so much 

throughout the trip, and we really helped each other grow. Thinking about my students, I can’t help but be 
filled with joy. Walking into my classroom every day and seeing my students stand up and say in unison, “Good 
morning/afternoon, Teacher” always made me smile. I loved joining the parish community and being 
welcomed into everyone’s open arms, despite not being from there. I think being able to fully live in a 
community in Vietnam is what I appreciate most, as it was such a unique experience that I’ve never been able 
to live, since I grew up in the U.S. My Vietnamese is not the greatest, but that didn’t stop us from getting to 
know each other. I grew so much during the trip. My love and compassion for others grew exponentially, 
seeing my students learn every day but then go to work at home afterward. I also was able to reconnect with 
my culture, something that is difficult to do in the States; I really value my culture, and this trip gave me the 
opportunity to learn more about it. I am so glad I was able to volunteer with Nhan Ai Compassion, and I am 
forever grateful for what this experience has done for me.” 
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HONG PHAM, 20 
Hong is currently in her sophomore year in college at Duke Kunshan in China, a 
goal-driven and compassionate young woman. She has a great love for children, 
and students love to be around her.  Her actions demonstrate her full heart and 
having Hong as one of our volunteers was a blessing. She has been with NAC for 
two years to our delight, in which time we’ve been able to see her Vietnamese 
improve. We couldn’t be prouder! 
“In the summer of 2019, I had the opportunity to attend a mission trip in Vietnam 
for 7 weeks. It was my second time volunteering for Nhan Ai Compassion. 
Volunteering for this program is one of the best things that I have done. During 
this volunteer trip, I learned how to love, to be grateful for what I have and how 

to appreciate others. The wonderful kids that I had the opportunity to teach and spend time with were so kind 
and beautiful. The little things - from getting to know each other, the playful jokes, the smiles, the laughs, the 
hugs, and the tears - made it such a meaningful experience. It was more than teaching English; it was an 
experience of love and friendship. It was such a great learning experience about the people, the culture and 
me.” 
 

VI NGUYEN, 21 
Vi is in her home stretch at college. Now in her senior year at Campbell 
University studying healthcare management, she hopes to be able to work with 
health clinics in third-world countries. Vi has been with NAC for six years now 
and is a great leader and example for our volunteers. Her fun-filled personality 
never fails to make you smile!  
“It continues to amaze me how much I’ve been able to see how much this 
organization has grown. This past summer was my sixth year joining NAC and 
it was probably the best thing that has ever impacted my life. Out of all my years 
going to Vietnam, I have to admit that 2019 was the best summer yet. We 
continued to do more with our program and connect more with community, and 

it’s so touching to see the lives of the children and the elderly from a whole different perspective. I think my 
favorite part would have to be either visiting the orphanage or having dinners with the local families. Going 
to the orphanage is probably one of the very little things that will make me cry. When you see the kids there 
and you see their condition your heart just sinks because no one, no child should ever feel like they’re unloved 
just because they’re different from the rest of us. Most children at the orphanage had some type of disability, 
and some were even paralyzed from the neck down. It just makes you want to be able to save all the children 
there and take them home with you. It was sad that we were only able to visit for a couple of hours, but it was 
so touching seeing that no matter how much life has failed them, they always continue to smile. My other 
favorite part was being able to sit down with a local family and have a meal with them. When I was able to sit 
down, listen to their stories and how their lives were being brought up, it made me so ashamed of how I lived 
my life complaining about every little thing. It was so humbling seeing that no matter how little they were given 
they took that little thing and made a life out of it. Not everyone is given the opportunity to see life from the 
other side, but if you can and you’re able, I highly recommend spending your summer in Vietnam. You won’t 
regret it.”  
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CHARLIE RUSSELL, 30  
Charlie has been a part of NAC for two years, and we are honored that he was 
able to join us. Before coming to Vietnam, Charlie was unsure of what he wanted 
to do with his future, but since then Charlie has found a love for the Vietnamese 
culture and teaching English. Therefore, Charlie decided to take a teaching job 
in Vietnam, and we are so happy for him! 
 
 
 
 
           

The Campers: 
 
The campers who showed up at every morning and afternoon with a zest for life are the reason we do what we 
do.  They were engaged, welcomed new learning experiences, styles, and expressed their creativities through 
positive class activities and outdoor team engagement activities.  The wonderful thing about camp is that it’s 
more than just a place to spend summer days. It’s an experience that becomes a part of who each child is:  It’s 
learning and growing, having the strength and courage to stretch and be flexible and gain memories which last 
a lifetime.   
                             
A Typical Day at Camp: 
Beside basic English learning skills, we incorporate and articulate a huge range of productive activities 
including music, outdoor water games, art and crafts.  We promote creativity, and we aspire to give the campers 
an experience where they can try new and unusual things. These activities are common in America’s 
classrooms, but to the kids in Vietnam they are new experiences. All the materials and supplies are funded by 
donors like you. 
 
At the Recess Station we provide thinking games.  Games help develop critical thinking skills and help children 
plan and strategize rather than focusing only on their current economic situation.  Children can rely on logic 
and reason to succeed.  
 
Picture Day Because photographs are not common in Vietnam, especially in the rural areas, helps to create 
wonderful memories. This part of our mission, therefore, provides a child’s chance to capture and preserve 
those memories. 
 
 The Parents’ Appreciation activity helps children learn to express their appreciation to their parents through 
creative artwork cards and heartfelt messages.  
 
Outdoor Play has more than just physical benefits, and it serves a larger purpose than just being a way to have 
a good time. Cognitive and social/emotional development are impacted too. 
 
The Classroom Sidewalk Art Contest lets the children bring out their creativity, and it also helps them develop 
important skills like taking turns, developing empathy and tenacity.  
 
The Classroom Door Contest inspires the students’ creativity in working together as a class to design their 
classroom.  
 
On Sundays, the campers are encouraged to attend the children’s Catholic Mass for the simple truth that God 
created us, and He is the reason we exist, living and breathing. Other benefits are a deeper understanding of 
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liturgy, self-discipline, understanding of the Saints, and providing the young people a foundation for life.  We 
also incorporate water games activities for fun after Mass. 
 
The Vietnamese Fans Dance was a wonderful surprise! The volunteers, despite their jam-packed schedule, 
clandestinely choreographed a closing ceremony performance.  As we watched them dance, we felt 
overwhelmed with joy and pride in this portrayal of teamwork, effort and coordination.    
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Bishop Joseph Nguyễn Đức Cường 
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